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would seem that a purifying virtue is attributed to the sacred
flame, since pilgrims come to it from far to expiate sin.
S 4,  The Burnt Land of Lydia
Another volcanic region of Asia Minor is the district of The Burm
Lydia, to which, on account of its remarkable appearance,
the Greeks gave the name of the Burnt Land.     It lies to
the east of Sardes in the upper valley of the Hermus, and
covers an area of about fifty miles by forty.    As described
by Strabo, the country was wholly treeless except for the
vines, which produced a wine inferior to none of the most
famous   vintages of antiquity.     The surface of the plains
was like ashes ; the hills were composed of black stone, as
if they had been scorched by fire.    Some people laid the
scene   of Typhon's   battle   with   the   gods   in   this   Black
Country,   and   supposed  that it   had  been  burnt   by   the
thunderbolts hurled from heaven at the impious   monster.
The philosophic Strabo, however, held that the fires which
had wrought this havoc were subterranean, not celestial, and
he pointed to three craters, at intervals of about four miles,
each in a hill of scoriae which he supposed to have been
once molten matter ejected by the volcanoes.1    His observa-
tion and his theory have both been confirmed by modern
science.    The three extinct volcanoes to which he referred
are still conspicuous features of the landscape.    Each is a
black cone of loose cinders, scoriae, and ashes, with steep
sides and a deep crater.      From each a flood of  rugged
black lava has flowed forth, bursting out at the foot of the
cone, and then rushing down the dale to the bed of  the
Hermus.    The   dark   streams follow all the   sinuosities of
the   valleys, their   sombre   hue contrasting with   the   rich
verdure   of   the    surrounding    landscape.     Their   surface,
broken into a thousand fantastic   forms, resembles   a   sea
lashed into fury by a gale, and then suddenly hardened into
Baku, see J. Reinegg, Bcsckreibung da     W. Crooke, Things Indian* p. 219.
Kaukasus (Gotha, Hildesheim, and St.         v Strabo,  xii.   8.   18  j$r., p. 579 ;
Petersburg,  1796-1797), i.  151-159;     xiii. 4.  n, p. 628.    The wine of the
A.   von   Haxthausen,   Transkaukasia     district is mentioned by Vitruvius (viiu
(Leipsic,  1856), ii. 80-85.    Compare      3. 12) and Pliny (Nat. Hist. xiv. 75).
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